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. . LITERATURE 

A FEW months ago a world-famous missionary, Dr. Frank 
Laubach, was the principal speaker at a great meeting 
held in London in the interests of literary work. Already 
through his methods of teaching, millions of people who 


_ were formerly illiterate are now able to read, and in the 


course of a few years a large percentage of the remaining 
illiterate half of the world will have grasped this essential 
weapon for the acquiring of knowledge. It was expected 
that Dr. Laubach would tell with a glow of enthusiasm 
and justifiable pride the story of his work. Instead we 
listened to a man—about whom there was an air of wistful 
sadness, almost of tragedy—tell of the fears that haunt him 


day and night, robbing him of his sleep. Ever since 


Hiroshima he has seen his work to be fraught with tremen- 


_ dous peril. The more his work grows, as now it inevitably 


must, the greater the peril increases. 
Hitherto more than half of the world’s population has 


- lived in ignorance of what was going on in the world, and 


have had no share in guiding its destiny ; but now their 
minds are being awakened, and this weapon for the 
acquirement of knowledge will be used in guiding them ; 

and the question is, by whom shall they be guided ? Today 


- the propagands of hate is literally flooding into. these new 
_ areas of literate people, while the ideas which have inspired 


Dr. Laubach make all too slow progress. Before the 
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meeting closed we were faced with the challenge of what — 


we, personally, would do in the matter. 


What can we do in West China? For some years past 


there has been a dearth of Bibles and Scripture portions, 
of books and tracts, of pictures and posters ; but slowly 
production is being increased, albeit at greatly increased 
costs. Throughout the whole field we need a new flood of 


all kinds of Christian literature. The Church in China is — 


asking us to give them the tools that they may get on with 
the job. Fifteen years ago remarkable results were achieved 
in the Sianhan Opium Campaigns 1 in which literature and 


the ‘“‘ each one teach one”’ method played a great part. | 


- Let us pray that a similar flood of blessing may come to 
many parts of West China, and let us with personal 
sacrifice help forward the work by providing literature. 
God has given the Word ; great may ” the company of 


those that — it ! 
| | F. SKINNER. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP MAXWELL 
Chengtu. 


re 20. 2. 48. 
_ My dear F ends of West China, 

From all parts of China comes the good news of successful 
spiritual work among students. Let me tell you something 
_ of what has been happening in West China, and then link 

this up with literature production and distribution. — 
_ Students are falling over themselves these days to learn 
English. If the English happens to be from the Bible and 
to involve a good deal of religion, that does not matter. 
They will listen for hours to talks on Christianity so long 
as a Westerner gives the address: Sometimes you can see 
their lips moving as they try to repeat to themselves the 
pronunciation of a word they have just heard ; and many 


of them will go to as many as six or seven classes a week 


in various churches in the City. : 
An interesting discussion on this question of English 


Bible Classes took place at a Chengtu clergy fraternal. 
Not a single person present had been hoodwinked by the - 


motives of the students ; and everyone agreed, Chinese as 


well as missionaries, that it was a God-given opportunity - 
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for getting something more substantial across ee the 


English language. ‘The senior Chinese pastor said that if - 


he had been asked his opinion fifteen years ago, he would 


have opposed this method. Since then he had met many 
of the educated classes who had established their first 
contacts with Christianity in this way, and had since joined 
the Church. “ We must cash in on this mentality ” said 
a friend from the other side of the Atlantic. 

Last October and November I took part in evangelistic 
meetings in five centres in the Diocese. Notices were 
pasted up on the city gates and other prominent places 
that the messages were to be in English and that they 
would be interpreted into Chinese. Large numbers of 
students, and in some cases officials, attended. If anyone | 
had asked those students why they had come, they would 
have replied, “‘ ‘To hear a foreigner speak English ”. cde eo 
would have been the answer given to save their face for 
going to church, but in some cases it would not have been 


_ the complete answer. Civil war in their lives, an ache, 


disappointment, a sense of moral powerlessriess and 
futility, these were some of the hidden experiences that - 
urged them to come ; and as the Holy Spirit of God rode © 
on His Own chariot(t the Word of God) 1 to them, they forgot — 
about their English. Rather impishly, here I must add 
that I helped them to forget their English by purposely 
speaking at such a rapid pace that only the interpreter, 
who had already been primed, could possibly follow what 
I was saying. Sometimes the Chinese was anything but 
the equivalent of what I had said, but by and large it © 


conveyed a direct evangelistic challenge that called for 


responsive action regarding the Person of the once-crucified 
and now Risen Lord Christ. In every centre there were 


those who came to express their faith in Christ as their | | 


Saviour and Lord, and joined Bible Classes. Some of them 
have fallen. away since, but there are those who got the 
right thing. | 

A very successful Bible School for students has recently 


been held for five days in Chengtu under the leadership of 


the Rev. R. Bowie. Bishop Song, Dr. Holth and various | 
other people gave addresses. Worship and discussion held 
a prominent place in the programme. Evangelistic work 
was to the front in the afternoons and evening The local 
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prison was visited, and the burning enthusiasm of some of 
_ the prisoners, who had recently been converted as the 
result of the visits of other bands, fired the imagination of 
some of these youngsters. They came back to preach in 
the Street-Chapel with such conviction that the place was 
packed with a quiet attentive audience. After the preaching 
was over they had personal talks with people, and some of 
them got their first taste for personal evangelism in this 
way. ‘The Leper Hospital and a Relief Centre were also 
visited with the Gospel message, and evangelistic meetings 
were held in the home of a Christian in the country. By 
the end of the five days the students were ripe for forming 
themselves into an evangelistic band, and for four days of 
_ the following week they came in groups of five and six to 
help in the Chinese New Year evangelistic meetings—two' 
hours in the morning, and the same length of time in the’ 
afternoons and evenings.. It was hard going, but the 
students were all wonderfully exuberant, and when asked 
at the close of the meetings what it was that had impressed _ 
them, they replied ;—‘ We found out that we could run 
the meetings ourselves”. If that conviction gets hold of 
_ enough students who have been converted, and they act 
_ upon it, something big is going to happen. 

You cannot conduct evangelistic meetings or hold Bible 
Schools for very long before you are brought face to face 
with the question of Christian literature. One of the 
main reasons why the students mentioned above could 
run those evangelistic meetings was because we were able 
to put Visual Evangelism posters into their hands, and to 
give them some idea as to how they were to enlarge upon 
their message. Suitable Christian leaflets were needed at | 
the close of the meetings and these were available. The 
students themselves in the Bible School had been full of 
questionings and they wanted us to recommend them some 
book that would throw further light on.their particular 
problem. Bibles, commentaries, and devotional books - 
were also asked for. What then of the supply ? | 

There are no less than sixteen publishing societies in 
the Christian Publishers’ Association of China. Their 
publications include a wide range of literature. Many of 
the books which you and others have found helpful, from 
the Continent and America, & and 1 in England, are translated — 


Diocesan Association for Western China Bulletin 


_ into Chinese, and strenuous efforts are being made to get 
- some original work done by the Chinese themselves. These 
efforts have not been very successful so far. One of the 
happy. exceptions is that of Dr. T. C. Chao of Yenching 
University, who has recently written a book called “An 
Interpretation of Christianity ’’ which is likely to make 
‘a wide appeal to the well educated of China. Not until 
marty more books of this type are produced, books with a 
real Chinese flavour, will the literature programme cut 
much ice. The Chinese Church badly needs hymn- 
writers and composers of music. There is a dearth also of 
Christian artists who can paint pictures to interpret the 

Gospel of the Kingdom toll types of people. 
. The Canadian Press in Chengtu has made a valuable 
contribution to the Church in West China. Through this 
Press, Bishop Song has had published his translation of 
“ Great Souls at Prayer ”’, and Dr. Holth his book on the 
Lord’s Prayer. Monthly magazines called The Christian 
_ Youth for students, and The Christian Hope for average 
church-members, have a wide sale. In Chungking, Mr. 
Marcus Ch’en has been producing his well-known magazine 
called Evangelism, and has been translating such books as 
“The Imitation of Christ” and Dr. Torrey’s book on 
“* The Holy Spirit ”’. 

Most of the sixteen Publishing Societies already 
mentioned have their headquarters near the coast, and 
are largely dependent upon the Post-offices for distributing 
their publications direct to the individual buyers. This 
-over-centralization is far from satisfactory. Those who 
have wrestled with the problem of literature distribution in 
West China are convinced that in all the big cities of Inland 
China there should be Christian bookshops from which 
Bibles and a wide selection of the publications of the various 
_ Societies could be procured. Many of us want to see 
_ these Bookshops a Union effort. We have seen this 
Society, and that, open a comparatively small shop in 
some side street, when by Union effort a more central 
place could have been procured. It will be encouraging 
news, therefore, to you to know that the Canadian Press 
has recently built up a large shop on one of their Church 
Compounds i in the centre of Chengtu, and that negotiations 
are now ecuaaed well in hand for the Churches here to 
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co-operate in this venture. We want your prayer support, 
and we want you, if you are in a position to do so, to 
encourage any of the sixteen Societies at work in China 
to give us all the help that is within their power. We 
_ believe. that if this project succeeds in Chengtu, then it is 
likely to pave the way for similar projects elsewhere, and — 
to be the means of getting out literature not only to those 
who are prepared to write to Shanghai and elsewhere for 
it, but to the far larger number of people who like. to go 
into a shop and examine and compare books for themselves. 
Your sincere friend, | 
ALEC MAXwELL. 
— Bishop, West Szechwan Diocese. 


INLAND CHINA AND CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 
FRANK A. SMALLEY 


si Thee is’ we believe, an urgent call in the land ad present 
for more Christian and Christian-toned literature. A great 

demand has arisen for. books of various kinds . . . Here, 
in this district of China, the towns and cities are f looded with 
native secular Literature which is absolutely silly when ut 1s not 
grossly pernicious.” 


Tuts looks very up-to-date, but those words were tee 
over forty-six years ago in the West China Missionary 
News when some-of.the missionaries had returned after the 
Boxer troubles! 

Four years previously the West China Religious Tract 
Society had been formed. It was assisted by grants from 
the old R.T.S. in London. For some years the work 
prospered, and in the year 1923-24 two million tracts were 
sold. After that date the work declined, and in 1932 it 
was suggested that the property might be sold and the work 


closed, or that it should be retained as a depot for the 


distribution of the publications of R. T. S. Hankow. 
Apparently the work stopped, for in October 1932, the 
Canadian Mission Press article about their own Gospel 
tracts spoke of thé decease of the W.C.R.T.S. 

- Christian Literature in Refugee Days. 
The great trek to the West during the recent war led to — 
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co-operation and co-ordination in Christian work, icichilliie 
that of the publication and distribution of Christian 
Literature. Under the title “‘ United Christian Publishers ”’, 
the Association Press (Y.M.C.A.), Christian Farmer, 
Canadian Mission Press, Christian Literature Society, and > 
the Religious Tract Society Interim committee pooled their 
resources. In addition to sponsoring the distribution of 
books published by these organizations, the United Christian 
Publishers produced a weekly newspaper Breeze from 
Heaven and also a periodical known as the Omnibook 
containing, among other material, parts of Christian books 
in a kind of serial-story form. A magazine Spiritual Life 
- was sponsored by the R.T.S. and met a felt need, as did 
several books which were due to R.T.S. initiative, including © 
one by Bishop Maxwell for which there were soon demands 


for reprints. 


A Strategic Centre is Weak. 


In the meantime the Rev. F. G. Onley of the R.T:S., 
Hankow had been interned by the Japanese. The work of 
the Chinese Press Manager during the occupation is an 
epic. At the-end of the war the building had been damaged 

by bombs and all stocks, equipment and furniture had gone. 
Although Mr. Onley was far’from well owing to his intern- 
ment experiences, he went back to Hankow and is still | 
carrying on there under great difficulties. The semana | 
_ Cost of rehabilitation is £ 50,000. | 


United Christian Publishers in » Diff iculties. 


On the return of the various publishing concerns to their 
own stations it was not easy for co-operation to continue 
when the members were thousands of miles apart. 
Dissatisfaction with the publishing policy of this body was 
a more serious difficulty. The weekly newspaper in 
particular, though called Breeze from Heaven seemed to 
have caught up too many earthly breezes. 


The Council of Christian Publishers. 


‘This newly formed Council which has replaced the U.C.P. 

seems to be causing great satisfaction to all concerned. It is 
not itself a publishing body. The weekly newspaper and the 
Omnibook are to be published by a separate organisation, 
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which can become a member of the Council. This 
co-operation is a most hopeful sign for the future. China 
Is a pioneer in this respect, and may provide a model for 
Christian publishing and distributing agencies in other 
lands. Such co-operation is essential in view of the over- 
needs of these momentous 


_A FAMINE OF BOOKS 


is still a famine of books in hundreds of 
both for the upbuilding of the Church and for evangelism.”’ 
So says the Report of the Committee of the International 
Missionary Council on the Whitby Conference held in 
Canada in July 1947. These words, *« a famine of books ” 
are true of China today as never before. This famine 
condition is the result of the vastness of the country, the 
size of the population, the scattered nature of the Christian 
congregations, the difficulties of communication and 
_ distribution, the paucity of funds, and the financial problem 
of keeping Christian literature within the pocket of the 
ordinary Chinese reader. These perennial difficulties 
have been enormously increased by the ravages of war — 

and the astronomical inflation of the currency. Today — 
books of all kinds are needed, but there are two or three - 

particular needs on which it ay be worth while briefly 
to touch. 
One is the need for translation into Chinese of western _ 
books, because of the greater experience and richer 
heritage of the older churches of the West. There is a 
wealth of Christian literature in English, not to mention | 
other European languages, very little of which is available 
in Chinese ; and if the Chinese Church is to enter into the 
riches of its Christian heritage, more of the great Christian 
classics need to be translated. To help meet this particular 
n and so supplement the work of other literature 
societies, a group was formed during the war to undertake 
this task, and money contributed by N anking Theological 
Seminary has enabled a beginning to be made in translating 
a selection of the works of great Christian leaders down the 
centuries, from the early Fathers to men like William 
Temple in our own day. The task of translation presents © 
many difficulties. F ortunapely, most of the men ar 
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on this work at present seem to be competent for the task, 
though it is obviously going to be difficult for a Chinese 
scholar, however competent in his own language and in 
English, to be quite sure, if he knows no Latin, that his 
re-translation, for instance, of an English translation of 


_ “The Confessions ” always represents-what St. Augustine 
meant. What is being done, however, marks a distinct 


advance on anything attempted in the past, and should be 
a real contribution to the Chinese Church. _ aes 

Of course, a number of translations, good, bad and 
indifferent of western religious books have been published in 
the past by various societies : but the problem of finding 
competent translators of western theological works has 
always been difficult. In the early days, such work 
mevitably had to be done by the missionary ; but this was 
by no means always satisfactory. Educated Chinese often 
felt that the translation was not really Chinese, but a kind 
of anglicised Chinese. On the other hand, when the 
translation was done by a Chinese, in not a few cases there 
were serious mistakes due to the translator’s inadequate 
knowledge of English. The translator needs also to have 
an adequate theological training, so that he knows the 
theological significance of such terms as “ works” and 
““grace’”’ and “sacrament ” ; otherwise, the significance 
of a passage may be totally lost in the Chinese, or an author 
made to say something quite different from what he in- 
tended. The translator should be also in sympathy with 
the theological viewpoint of the author he is translating. 
If he is not, then, consciously or unconsciously, the original 
m passing through his mind tends to be coloured by the — 
viewpoint of the translator and the final product may in 
important particulars be quite different from what was 
originally written. One solution #@f this problem is to 
have a team of two—a missionary and a Chinese colleague 


_ —working together, and where this has been possible, good 


results have been obtained. There are, of course, a growing 
number of Chinese competent to translate western Christian — 
hterature on their own. The difficulty is that most of. 
these men hold important posts in the Church and in 
Christian education, ¢.g., as bishops, or presidents of 
universities or theological colleges which leave them little 
time for translation or for original work. 
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‘This bens us to another great need of the moment— 
‘the production of original Chinese work, 
particularly in the field of theology and Biblical interpreta- 
tion. However good a western book may be, it has 
inevitably been prepared with a western audience in mind 
with a different background, outlook and needs. The 
illustrations and allusions will be western, and will in many 
cases make little or no appeal to the Chinese apart from 
the few who have studied abroad, who will not need the 
translation. Only a Chinese can really present the Gospel 
to the Chinese in a literary form that will appeal to them. 
Until there is a far greater output of indigenous Christian 
literature comparable in literary quality to the Buddhist 
classics (but in modern style), it is difficult to see how we 
are going to make a deep and lasting impression on Chinese 
thought and win the educated classes to Christ. 

Closely related’ to this is the question of books for theo- 
logical students and clergy. These inevitably have a more 
limited appeal and sale, and are therefore difficult to make _ 
a success financially. Almost inevitably, they need to be 
_ subsidised—not an easy thing in these days of financial 
stringency ; yet, without books, how are students to be 
trained adequately for the ministry? That the literature 
societies in the past should have concentrated their main _ 
- energies on the production of tracts, booklets and small — 

books. aimed at presenting Christianity to the ordinary 
Chinese reader is natural. Material for evangelism and 
for teaching the newly-converted is essential ; and it seemed 
wiser to use funds in this way than for. the production of | 
large expensive theological books: but it has meant a 
_ crippling shortage of good theological books for students 
_who know no’ English, and has added enormously to the 
difficulties of those who have been trying to build up an 
adequately trained Chinese ministry. In- the field of 
Church History, for example, most of the books published 
up to the present have been very brief sketches of the 
Christian Church from the Acts of the Apostles to the 
present day. Obviously, when.you are limited to two or 
three hundred pages, and are expected to cover the whole 
of that period, you can only hit the high spots. Again, in 
the field of Biblical exegisis, it is hard to find a really good 
and comprehensive commentary on certain books of the 
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Bible ; and in the field of theology proper, the situation is 
almost worse. Books on theology that deal with the great 
- doctrines of our Faith in a way that will meet the needs of 
theological colleges and give a student studying for the 
ministry a sense of the depth and wonder of the Christian 
Faith, and that will meet the problems that face any thought- 
_ ful mind in this twentieth century, are few and far between. 
No wonder some Chinese intellectuals feel that Buddhism 
is a more profound philosophy of life than Christianity, for 
the latter has never been presented to them in a way 
comparable in beauty of style and depth of thought with 
the best of Buddhist literature. . 

By the time the theological student has finished his 
four-year course, he should have read almost everything 
_ that is of value (in Chinese) in the field of theology. This 
means that after graduation he is going to get very little 
intellectual help or mental stimulus, and is not going to 
find it easy to keep fresh. With all our greater advantages 
of training, most of us clergy and missionaries would be 
_hard put to it if we never got any new books to stimulate 
our thought and deepen our own spiritual life ; yet this is 
virtually the position of many of our Chinese clergy. Of 
the Christian literature coming from the various presses, 
there is not much for clergy, and what little there is can be 
read in a few days ; for the rest of the year there is almost | 
nothing. Little wonder that some of our Chinese friends 

seem to grow stale! So would we, if we had to go on 
preaching week in and week out with no new books to help 


| 
The need for more and better Christian literature ‘1s 


ay imperative ;: but just at this moment, when the need is so” 


great, the literature societies are faced with the difficulty 
of even maintaining existing work in view of constantly 
rising prices, much less of launching out on. a programme 
of expansion such as is called for by the present opportunity. 
On every hand, except in Communist-dominated territory, 
we hear of an unusual willingness to listen to the Gospel. 
Bishop Houghton has spoken of “ spiritual receptiveness 
such as no previous generation of missionaries has known” ; 
yet unless we can put into the hands of those who are 
seeking to understand the Gospel, books that will explain 
its meaning, how are we to avail ourselves to the full of 
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this great opportunity : ? The spoken word needs to be 
supplemented by the printed word in the case of all who 
can read. Only so can we not only win them to Christ 
but also build them up in their most holy faith. Would 
that there were today a vast output of Christian literature ! 

Would that Pharaoh's dream might be reversed—however 
difficult that may seem at present—and the seven years of 

famine be followed by seven years of plenty ! !. 
| A. F. Lut ey. 


; HOW ‘A CHURCHWARDEN SELLS CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE IN HIS SHOP | 


Oxtp Mr. Ren is a well known figure in the comsiiuias 
life of Nanchung. He owns a shop which is situated on a 
‘busy street, and deals in a variety of commodities, such as 
cotton wool, flour and native oils. Mr. Ren has been a 
Christian for over twenty years (he was baptised at Christ- 


mastime 1922 when he was thirty-six years old) and for | 


many years has been a Churchwarden of Nanchung church. 
His place in a front pew is regularly occupied every Sunday 
and - reads the lessons in a clear loud voice. 

About November 1947, Mr. Ren was struck with the 
idea of investing in Christian literature, and stated he felt 


led to put aside half a million dollars in capital for this. 


purpose. His words were put into action and he ordered 
hterature from Chengtu, Hankow and Shanghai. It was 
a pleasant surprise for local missionaries at Christmas to 


be presented by Mr. Ren with a Chinese Christian calendar — 


for 1948. The calendar is adorned with suitable Scripture 
texts and no doubt hangs in many homes in Nanch 
today, a silent witness to the Saviour of the: World. 

_ One morning, in the Chinese New Year season (when 
opportunities for evangelism abound), Mr. Ren appeared 


_ in our preaching hall, ‘which was full of men and women 


hearing the Gospel Message, and in one hand he carried 
a bundle of tracts and in the other his usual long walking 
stick. He was on a round of visits to his many friends and 
relatives, to pay his New Year respects, and at the same 
time leave a witness in writing of his Master’s Love. | 

_A visit to his shop is well worth while. On approaching 
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his business one can easily see the large red cross painted 
over the doorway ; and there, at the entrance, fixed to a 
wall, are several. shelves filled with Christian literature. 
A sample Bible is on display, also a hymn book, Gospel 
portions, and perhaps thirty sample books or booklets on 
different Christian subjects. A pile of tracts is at hand to 
distribute to Mr. Ren’s business friends who frequently 
drop in to discuss trade matters. “ Oh yes’ said Mr. Ren 
recently, “my visitors sit there” (pointing to chairs 
beside a table) “ and as they sit drinking tea they see the ' 
books (for the shelves are nearly opposite the chairs) and 
then I can sell them a book or give them a tract.” Surely 
this method of evangelism is worthy of imitation. The 


missionary takes encouragement, for as this effort is entirely 
.__Mr. Ren’s own, he feels that should a withdrawal of foreign 


money be necessary then the good work would still go on. 


POSTERS AND TRACTS 

Wuat a flood of memories, grave and gay, come to my 
mind when posters are mentioned! I can hardly realise 

how the very early missionaries managed to get their 
message across before picture posters came out. No 
coolie-load or hand-case can be described as properly 
packed until the posters and tracts have been put in. They 
are our ammunition—our offensive weapons in evangelistic 
work—and remember that is front-line warfare, face to 


face with the Adversary. 
How attractive they are wah their bright colours and 


_ clear-cut lines! One may represent the tender invitation . 


of Matt. xi. 28, ‘“ Come unto Me,” by two large out- 
stretched hands ; another may depict a large red Cross 


-with appropriate wording underneath in Chinese characters. 


Perhaps the best-known one is “ The Two Roads ”’ poster. 
Two roads are drawn, one straight and upward, one 
crooked and downward, and upon them are various types 


of people—men, women, boys and girls, etc. At the - 


crossroads, where the two roads part, is set up a huge 
Cross and by its side a signpost saying, “ Look and live!” 
The end of the two roads is also depicted—Heaven and 


Hell. How telling such a poster can be when presented © 


and explained by one who, himself, has april the 
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clothes and even of his 


redemptive and. ‘transforming power of the Cross in his 


own life. 


How often have I seen a street crowd hushed and some- _ 
times deeply moved by the Gospel preached from one of 
these Christian posters! For many years, the Religious 
Tract Society issued six new posters every year, and how 


_ we looked forward to their publication in time for Chinese 


New Year evangelistic meetings. The Chinese and foreign 
workers’ debt to the R.T.S. is a large one. | 
One type of poster, very useful in talking to small groups, © 


is the word (character) poster. One large Chinese 


character is printed on each sheet, perhaps it may be Love, 


_ Faith, Happiness, God, Heaven, Sin, etc.. Even though 


the majority of a country audience may be illiterate, yet 


_ they are fascinated by their own national language which, 


to a certain extent, is picture-writing and has always been 


regarded in China as a form of art. Let us take the character 


for “ Happiness” (fuh).. Now, we can analyse it thus : 


. on the left-hand side is the word for “ clothes ”°—to have 


good warm clothes to wear is one form of happiness (do I - 


_ hear murmurs of “ coupons ” ?) ; the horizontal stroke on | 


33 


the top right is “one” ; immediately below it comes a 


“mouth and below that a “field ; these three taken 


together probably mean “a good paddy field ”’, 7.e., a field 
that has a well of water in it (or near it). This explanation 
is decidedly materialistic, and we can show how inadequate | 
such a conception of happiness is,.. the “visit” ofa 
Communist army may relieve a farmer of many of his 
fields! Here may be 
quoted the Chinese proverb, “‘ Happiness is bestowed by 
Heaven ”’, and suitable Scripture such as “‘ Happy (blessed) 


is the man whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 


covered ”, and “ Happy is the people whose God is the 
Lord’, etc. It can be easily seen how effective such 


posters can be in preaching the Gospel to small groups. 


Perhaps someone may be thinking, “Is the poster as 
useful as it was?’ Projectors and the like bring a new | 
interest in Visual Evangelism ; but let it be remembered 
that the poster stays on and continues to preach the Gospel. 
Imagine the possibilities of widespread poster campaigns 
carried out during evangelistic efforts ! 

Rather a more unobtrusive handmaid to missionary 
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work is the tract. Where one poster is used, fifty tracts 
may be distributed. ‘The tract explains—a thousand times 
if necessary—the Gospel message in clear and readable 
form ; and although illiteracy militates against this — 
method of evangelism, yet there is often one or morein any © 
particular courtyard home who can read Chinese character, — 
and as this is generally done aloud, illiterate hearers can 
understand by listening as the contents of the tract are 


read out. 
May God raise up many Chinese writers and artists 


who will now and in the future dedicate their talents to the 
production of better and more effective f osters and tracts 
as instruments for the evangelisation“ofChina ! 

| W. H. C. Smmmonps. 


‘THE VALUE OF TRACTS AND THEIR USE 


Tracts are in the colloquial called ‘‘ Exhortations to the 
World ”’ because of the universal application of their | 
message. The greatness of their value is such that it 
cannot be fully estimated in a few words and for this reason 
every age, every country, and every religious sect has 
made use of them. The varieties of tracts are many and > 
they are issued in many different forms. Their value on — 
the negative side is to make men give up superstitions and 
to recognise their own sin or to correct mistaken appre- 
hensions regarding the Gospel. On the positive side, they | 
lead men to faith in Christ as the One who died and shed 
His blood for them and thus to be born again and become 
new men ; they lead men to recognise Christ as Saviour 
and King and thus achieve the objective of redemption, as 
a single sword-thrust to the very heart. They are more 
nearly universal and more direct than any other form of 
preaching through the printed page. We ought to pay 
_ special attention to their composition so that they may be 
such that God can use them. as 

In using such tracts one should choose those that are 
simple, direct and clear. The best are those that deal with 
just one point on a single sheet ; those that preach the 
Gospel. They can proceed from many different standpoints 
but must reach the heart of our message, salvation through 
faith in Christ. If time allows, then choose several with 
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messages that are consecutive and use them one by one. 
Make use of those that fit the subject of your preaching, so as 
_ to avoid repetition or leaving out important points. One 
should above all choose them according to the place in 
which one is preaching and the people among whom one 
is working ; for instance adults or children, educated or 
corhmon people, city or country ; to get those that exactly 
fit their need is best. Before distributing them, one should 
first read them through clearly, so that you can explain, 

supplement or answer people’s questions. If there are 
Scripture quotations, you should add an explanation. Or 


. if you can repeat the passage on the spot, it will make a 


still deeper impression. If it is possible to post them up 
in a number of places, so as to give wide publicity to the 
message and at the same time save paper and ink it will be | 
most suitable to the modern principle of economy ; more- 
over Gospel tracts are the ammunition of Christ’s soldiers 
and we cannot but use them with care. 
In closing I should like to thank the Bulletin Committee 
for giving me this opportunity of expressing my ideas, and 
_ I should like also to thank the members of the Diocesan 
Association for their love i in the Lord and all their help. 


TEACHING ILLITERATES. 


-Faciuities for educating the vast population of China are 
rapidly increasing. Universities or Colleges are being 
_ opened in the chief cities, Boarding Schools, High Schools 
and Teacher-T'raining Centres opened in most cities and 
towns ; and in these last, the Government is training its 
youth to teach in the smaller schools of the numerous 
villages and hamlets. Thus, much is being done to cope 
with the great problem of illiteracy ; yet we are told 
seventy per cent of the population is still unable to read. 
The Church, too, as it advances in China, is facing this 
same problem, and is not behind in its efforts to train 
leaders and teach its many converts, following her Lord’s 
command, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations . . . 
teaching them to observe all things, whatsoever I have 
commanded you” (Matt. 28. 19, 20). If, in the Church, 
our seven out of ten illiterates are converted, born again, 
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our task of teaching them to read is indeed a joyous privilege. 
It matters little whether we teach them by using the Phonetic ' 
Script, which is a modern, quick method but which is | 
forgotten just as quickly, or by using the old familiar 
‘Chinese ideographs, more difficult to learn, but when once 
learned, not so easily forgotten. 


Some prefer night-classes for men and boys; but day __ 


classes are preferable for women and girls. These classes 
are very good for city illiterates, but the Church is still 
faced with its country and outstation illiteracy. Once, or 
at the most twice a year, these illiterates may be able to 
come into the city for two weeks’ teaching, or we may be 
able to visit them for two or three weeks ; but, in our 
experience, the best and most permanent results have been 
obtained by choosing from each outstation a few keen, live 
Christian illiterates, willing to pay most of their own 
expenses, to attend a Bible Study School of one month’s or 
three months’ duration. This concentrated, consecutive 
study lays a foundation and gives an appetite for further 
study when they return home. They in their turn inspire 
and help others and often become leaders. Successful 
results depend, of course, upon the receptiveness of the 
student and an awakened mind. 
Here are three instances, out of many, of the fruitfulness 
of this work. A youth of eighteen years came to one of 
our Schools. He had no education, recognised just a few 
characters, but was a very good, attentive student, and a 
good foundation was laid. He returned home fully deter- 
mined, with the help of a child in the courtyard, to read © 
the Bible from cover to cover. Whether he accomplished 
this we never heard ; but I had the joy, when visiting — 
_ that outstation church, of hearing him read both the Old 
Testament and New Testament Lessons. 
Connected with the city church was a family, dyers by 
profession. They had four sons and one daughter, the 
-youngest—quite efficient in helping with the business, but | 
father said it was unnecessary to educate her and the 
brothers took the same attitude. After an absence of two 
years, we returned to that city to find this young girl of 
seventeen just as keen for the Lord, having won seve 
souls for Him. She longed to learn to read her Bible and, 
her father having died, we persuaded an elder brother to 
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_ allow his sister to attend a three months’ Bible School. 
~ Oh! how dull, how fast-closed her mind! Would it never 
awaken ? Had we done the right thing in asking for her 
to come to a School ? were the questions that ran through 


our minds. Finally, we felt she must return home. This — 


grieved her beyond words ; so we continued in prayer and 
perseverance, and, after ‘many weeks, God heard her 
prayers and saw her tears, and gradually opened her mind. 
After three terms of three months each, she became an 
efficient helper with illiterates in our city church, excelling 
others 1 in her love for and patience with them. 

A woman of fifty-eight believed in the Lord the first time 
she heard the Gospel and, although she did not recognise a 
single character, was determined to learn to read. She 
began with the book, “‘ The Gospel in a Nutshell ”’, being 
thirty important, short Scripture texts in large type. She 
quickly devoured her first lesson-book, “‘ From Shallow to 
Deep ”’, and then went on to read the Gospels. Her joy 
was unbounded to have “‘ The Word ”’ in her own hand ; 
and she was so bright and happy that the younger students 
~ all loved her. Since her return home, this dear woman, 
at her own expense, has carried the message far and wide, 
and continues to do so, bearing much precious fruit. 


This is how we teach our illiterates and shall, God — 


helping ages sey this ministry, for there is only one joy 
t 


greater, that of first leading them to the Saviour. ‘“‘ Except 
ye become as little children... ” These are His little 
children. By eye please join us in our joyous ministry. 

WARREN. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TEACHING MATERIAL 
IN CHINA 


One of the benefits resulting from a war is the new start 
demanded in plans and materials. Thinking of the effects 


on Sunday Schools in China of the recent war, it disrupted 
courses, separated teachers from scholars, scattered children. 


from local churches, stopped the output of much lesson 
material, and restricted its distribution. Reports now 
from different parts of China indicate a new impetus in 
children’s evangelism. 
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Before the recent war the main source of Sunday School 
supplies came from the China Sunday School Union in 
Shanghai. There they had a competent Chinese staff, 
editor, secretary, accountant, and two artists. Every week 


about 270,000 copies of graded lessons started from Quinsan 
Road to places all over China. | 


- During the war years when postal communications with 


the coast were cut, the East Szechwan diocese still produced 
a limited supply of Sunday School lesson material. It was 
primarily designed for diocesan use, but as Sunday Schools 
in other parts ran out of their supplies they wrote asking 
to share ours, so that latterly no less than six provinces 
were using the well-intentioned, but very badly lithographed 
material from Paoning. Being responsible for this output, 
I can use the appropriate adjectives ! ) 

_ That was a makeshift, but now with the Shanghai 
Sunday School Union working again we may expect to 
see worthy results from metal type and copper engraved 
pictures. 


Two interesting points have to be borne in mind when - 


preparing: a course of lessons—when shall the year begin, 
at the New Year or at Advent? And, how much stress 


shall be taki on the main Church festivals? The China - 


Sunday School Union provides for a constituency all over 
China, and begins its lesson year in January. Places 
using the Church calendar are comparatively few. 


Up to the present almost all Sunday School courses have | 
been translations. A point of future progress will be to 


have them prepared entirely by Chinese. 


_ We need many and better teachers. Where shall they | 
be found, and how trained? If in spheres of secular education 
today mediocrity i is being ousted by efficiency and progress, 


shall a lower standard be accepted in God’s work? The 


untrained teacher, like the untrained nurse, has played a- 


valuable part in the past ; they have been links in the 


chain of progress ; but are willingness, a slight knowledge — 


of the Bible, and a certain “ way” with children, sufficient 
now ? 
One solution to the dearth of teachers is to Sa the 


idea, where prevalent, that Sunday School teaching is 
only for women. Encourage newly-confirmed senior boys | 


and girls to take some share in the j puma’ part of the Church 


| 
| 
4 
i 
; 
i 
} 4 
7 
> 
| { 


20 Diocesan Association for. Western China Bulletin 


straight away, not necessarily as class teachers, but in 
bringing or welcoming scholars, and by assisting as secre- 
taries, writing up class registers, hymnsheets, or Golden 
Texts. 

The weekly preparation class is the key to increased 
efficiency, and should be obligatory. In East Szechwan 


- some very helpful Summer Courses for Sunday School 


Teachers have been held.. At these, besides discussing the 

main themes of the forthcoming lessons, there have been 
lectures on elementary child psychology in relation to 
Sunday School teaching methods. Several rather difficult 


books on the subject have been published from time to time, _ 


but a very simple and short one is just out. While this 
was still in the lecture-note stage, a recommendation had 
been made that it might serve as a manual for the Sunday 
School teachers in East Szechwan. By suggesting that 
those passing a test on it should be recognised as Sunday 
School teachers, and those not doing so would be regarded 
only as Sunday School helpers, it was hoped to raise the 
status and standard of Sunday School teachers. _ 

We need the best helps in print and picture, and many 
more of them, for our Sunday School children in China, 


and we want our teachers to honour and magnify their 
office. A. H. L. CLarke. 


PERSONAL NOTES 


Dr. Chang, of the Mienchuh Hospital, who is at present: 


working at the Moorfields Eye Hospital, is to be con- 


gratulated on having passed the first examination in 
preparation for the special qualification in Ophthalmic 


Surgery which he hopes to obtain while in England. 


At considerable personal sacrifice, Dr. Gordon 


: : Thompson, accompanied by his wife, ‘hopes to sail for 
_- China next July, in order to take charge of the Hospital 


until Dr. Chang’s return. They wil receive a warm 
welcome. 


Mrs. Holth, wife of Dr. S. Holth, has undergone a - 
serious internal operation in Chengtu, and received a blood 
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transfusion from a lady of the Canadian Church. She is 
reported to be now on the way to recovery. 


Mr. John Sung hopes to sail for China in eon. ysl to 
return to his work in the Mienyang School. . 


The Rev. G. A. Scott, formerly of East Szechwan and 
now on the Home staff of the C.I.M., had a serious operation 


in F ebruary, but is now making steady progress. 


_ The Rev. and Mrs. W. H. C. Simmonds are hoping 
to return to East Szechwan in the coming summer. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Picton, who hope to go out to 
East Szechwan next autumn, had a little daughter born on 
March 22. Mr. Picton is at present studying at Oak Hill 


College. 


Mr. W. H. Newell, an anthropologist, has been accepted 
‘by the C.M.S. as a recruit for West-Szechwan, where he 
hopes to work on the staff of the West China Union 
Christian University. 


Captain and Mrs. S. W. Sherwood, of the Church 
Army, are now in Mienchuh, living in the Hospital where 
they will be engaged in evangelistic work. : | 


Sisters Willder and Graham, also of the Church Army, 
are looking forward to their second year’s language study, | 


but latest news said they had not yet heard where they 


would be located for this period. — 


Archbishop and Mrs. Mowll and Bishop and Mrs. 
Frank Houghton are now in England for the Lambeth 
Conference. Their many friends of West China days are 
greatly looking forward to meeting them. Bishop Bevan 
is hoping to arrive home in May. We hope to have them 
all with us (D.V.) at the D.A.W.C. Annual Meeting on 


June 23. 


Rev. and Mrs. E. B. Davis report continued encourage- . 
ment in their work among students, nine of whom attended ‘: 


a houseparty in February last. 
Rev. R. J. Mulrenan was ordained priest by nian | 


. Bevan on January 18 last. 
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Dr. and Mrs. G. A. Armstrong are still at the C.I.M. 
Hospital in Langchung, and report that the medical staff 
has recently been strengthened by the arrival of other 
doctors. 


The outstanding news of the past quarter from the 


_B.C.M.S. area is of the arrival in Kwangan, on April 6, 


of two recruits—the first for ten years. They are the 
Misses B. I. Meadows and M. M. E. Morrow, S.R.N. 


Prayer is asked for their language study, and that the much 


needed medical evangelism in this area may not be much 


longer delayed in its beginnings. 


Bishop Bevan has appointed Archdeacon Ts’ai | to act 
as his Commissary while he is absent from Eastern Szech- 


wan. 


The Bishop also reports the following appointments : 


Mr. and Mrs. Iliff and Miss Irene Steel (from Honan) ie & 


to Kwangyuan. 
Miss Jessie Ammonds to Wanhsien. 


Mr. and Mrs. Williamson will be i in Chuhsien isi 
the Bishop’s absence. 


By invitation of Archbishop and Mrs. Mowll, some 


50 missionaries who were in West China between 1923 _ 


and 1933, gathered to meet them on April 16th last at 


_ Oak Hill College, Southgate, where hospitality for the day 
| had most kindly been arranged by the Rev. L. F. E. 


Wilkinson. It was a time of very happy fellowship which 
will long be remembered by all who were privileged to be 
present. Mrs. Mowll showed lantern slides and films of 


pictures taken during their visit to Szechwan in 1945 
_ which brought back memories of —— and places so well 


known to many. 


‘Special attention is called to the invitation, enclosed 


_ with this magazine, to the Service and Annual Meeting of | 
the Diocesan Association on June 23rd next. 
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Prayer Cycle 
EASTERN SZECHWAN : 
LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 
ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 


-KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 


PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 

YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. . 
KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. | 
CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 

TACHU. 


-TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 


WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 
LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 
KAITHSIEN, .WEN-T’AN G-TSIN G, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG 


WESTERN SZECHWAN 


MOWCHOW. 
P’ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU DIOCESE). 


CHONGPA. 
MIENYANG. (MIENCHOW), TSETONG. 

ANHSIEN. 
MIENCHU. SHIHFANG. 
TEHYANG. 

K WANGHAN (HANCHOW). | | 
| 


CHONGKIANG. 


CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING AND 
INTERCESSION 


Us PratseE Gop : 


_ For thé recent Bible School for students held in Chengtu, and for 
all the successful spiritual work which is going on among students at 
the present time. For the many opportunities of reaching them. 


For the keenness of Christian students to engage in evangelistic 
work, 


For the,witness of Mr. Ren and his Bookshop in Nanchung. 


_ For the willingness of Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Thompson to carry on 
the Hospital work in Mienchuh during Dr. Chang’s absence. 


For the influence of Christian posters and tracts, and the many who 
_ have been won for Christ by their use. 


Let Us Pray : 


For God’s guidance in all efforts to provide the Christian literature 
so urgently needed in China ; and that He will raise up competent 
Christian Chinese writers and translators for this essential work. 
That He will move the hearts of His people to give generously, so 


that the needs of the Literature Societies may be supplied and their . A 


work developed. 


For patience and wisdom for all those engaged in teaching illiter- 
ates ; and that God will open the minds of those who are learning to 
read so that they may understand the Truth. 


For the Chinese pastors and other workers, struggling along with so 
few books to help them, that means may be found to supply their need. 


| For all Chinese students in English Bible Classes, that their study of 
God’s Word may lead them to: see the Lord Jesus Christ: as their 


Saviour. 


For the health of all our missionaries ; and that these recovering 
from serious illness may soon be completely restored. 


” For God’s blessing on the recruits and others Sapecene shortly togo - 


out to West China. 


For His blessing on the Service and Meeting planned for the annual 
Day of Prayer and Gifts of the D.A.W.C. ; for the speakers ; and 
those who hear their message. For the growing financial needs of 
the work. 


PRINTED BY STANLEY L. HUNT, GEORGE STREET, RUSHDEN, NORTHANTS. 
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PRAYER FOR WESTERN CHINA > 


ALMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank 
Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto’ Thyself by the 


_ precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the gift of Thy sanctifying 


Spirit. May we show our love to Thee by loving the souls for whom 
Christ died, and by seeking to make known His glorious salvation 
throughout the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy flock in 
Western China, and all who are associated with them in their work 


for Thee. May Thy presence be with our missionary brethren and 


sisters who are seeking to bring the knowledge of Thee to those who 
know Thee not. May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their 
work and bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray also for those who 
know Thee not that they may be drawn by the cords of Thy Fatherly 


love to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and 


pray together for the return of our King to establish His Everlasting 
Kingdom. 
¢Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and strengthen al! 
‘ho are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or ‘any other anxiety ; 
heer and encourage all who are in special need of Thy help ; and 
bring both them and us to Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus © 
Christ our Lord. : Amen. 


Organising Secretary and Editor of the ‘* Bulletin”’ : 


Miss F.. Kienning, 13, Woodcote Avenue, 
_ Wallington, Surrey. 7 | 


To whom all communications should be addressed. 


The Bulletin is issued three or four times a year, and.is sent free of 
charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the funds of the Diocesan 
Association. Others who wish for the Magazine can obtain it from 
the Org. Sec. on payment of 2/- per annum (to include postage) ; 


but it should be pointed out that this sum does not cover the cost. 


The Diocesan Association exists to help the Bishops of the Dioceses 
of Eastern and Western Szechwan, and to call forth prayer and gifts 
for the work in that part of China. The Organizing Secretary will 
be glad to give further information on request. ) | 
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